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OUR WORK 

Land use planning and zoning processes are critical for ensuring strategic land and 
resource management. The U.S. Forest Service is promoting sustainable resource 
management, biodiversity conservation, and economic development by working with 
governments and local communities to create land use and protected area plans that 
address livelihood needs as well as protect and preserve natural resources. 

 

LAND USE PLANNING & ZONING 

In partnership with the Central Africa Forest Commission (COMIFAC) and national 
governments, a series of Central Africa regional guides on planning for sustainable resource 
management were developed and validated. Published in 2015, these guides focus on planning 
for community-based natural resource management, extractive resource zone management, 
integrated landscape land use, and protected area management. 

Working with the Central Africa Network of Forest and Environment Training Institutions 
(RIFFEAC), the regional entity responsible for supporting higher education related to forestry 
and the environment, the U.S. Forest Service has assisted in the development of university 
curricula modules which are being integrated into forestry institutions’ curricula in several 
COMIFAC countries to further promote sustainable land and forest management. 
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At a glance: 
 

More than ten guides 
developed on forest zoning and 
land use planning 
Five university curricula 
modules on natural resource 
management planning for 
forestry management university 
programs in Central Africa 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

Since 2008, the U.S. Forest Service has worked closely with the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Department of Forest Inventory and Zoning 
(DIAF) to develop national processes to facilitate forest zoning. At the national level, the U.S. Forest Service was involved in the founding of the 
National Steering Committee for Forest Zoning (CNPZ), in 2009. Under the CNPZ framework, the U.S. Forest Service has assisted with the production 
of operational guides on forest zoning processes. 

At the local level, in partnership with the Africa Wildlife Foundation, the U.S. Forest Service has trained field teams to facilitate macro and micro-
zoning for more sustainable natural resource use. In partnership with the World Wildlife Fund, local communities, and other local partners, the U.S. 
Forest Service has also facilitated a land use planning process to achieve improved fire management objectives. Drawing on lessons learned from 
these experiences and the implementation of USAID’s Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment, more broadly, the U.S. Forest Service 
and Wildlife Conservation Society have developed a practical guide outlining best practices for engaging communities in land use management 
planning processes. 

GABON 

In 2010, Gabon’s National Protected Area Agency (ANPN) requested the U.S. Government’s assistance in establishing a management planning 
taskforce to support the development of five-year national park management plans. In collaboration with a number of different partners, plans were 
created for thirteen national parks with the aim to promote more effective conservation and management. The U.S. Forest Service continues to 
support the National Protected Area Agency to facilitate implementation of these national park management plans through strengthening ecotourism 
infrastructure. 

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

In the areas surrounding the Léfini and Lésio Louna Reserves on the Batéké Plateau, the U.S. Forest Service has been working with a group of 
community representatives, protected area managers, technical partners, and ministry officials to develop participatory fire management plans. The 
U.S. Forest Service aims to use this experience to inform the adoption of fire management planning at the national level, eventually integrating the 
approach into national forest policy guidelines. 

As part of a larger effort to strengthen the capacity of the Republic of the Congo’s National Protected Areas Agency (ACFAP), the U.S. Forest Service 
is also using ongoing work in the Léfini Reserve as an opportunity to train Agency staff about how to involve communities in planning processes. 

REGIONAL 
 

 


