U.S. FOREST SERVICE CENTRAL AFRICA PROGRAM

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
COUNTRY OVERVIEW
In the Republic of the Congo, forests and savannah grasslands cover much of
the landscape, and play a major economic and ecological role both for the
country’s growing population and for the global community. Congo’s
extraordinary environment supports economic development and is home to
more than 400 mammal species, 1,000 bird species, and nearly 10,000 plant
species, of which 3,000 are found nowhere else.
OUR WORK
The Republic of the Congo is home to the highest known populations of the critically endangered western lowland gorilla, which
reside in the country’s northern forests. However, there are numerous threats to these ecosystems and their inhabitants. The
unsustainable extraction of timber and mineral resources, uncontrolled agricultural expansion, an active bush-meat trade, and
increasing development pressures due to population growth are threats to gorilla populations and the many other animals that
reside in the forest.
In the Republic of the Congo, the U.S. Forest Service seeks to strengthen the institutional and technical capacity of the Ministry
of Forest Economy, including Congo’s National Protected Areas Agency. This includes providing technical training on forest
inventory and monitoring, fire management, sustainable ecotourism development, and institutional capacity development. With
activities at the national level as well as in the field, the U.S. Forest Service collaborates with a range of local and international
NGOs and universities.
In addition, to support the implementation of the Republic of the Congo’s
National Forest Monitoring System, the U.S. Forest Service, through the U.S.
Department of State’s Climate Fellow program has embedded a technical advisor
in the Ministry of Forest Economy to develop a REDD+ Measurement, Reporting,
and Verification System for the country.
In Brazzaville, the U.S. Forest Service is also working with local government and
NGOs to facilitate action at the community level to address significant erosion
gullies threating private property, infrastructure, and households.
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