
CENTRAL AFRICA PROGRAM  

WHY CENTRAL AFRICA?

Stretching across nine countries in Central Africa, the Congo Basin forest is estimated to represent ten years of Stretching across nine countries in Central Africa, the Congo Basin forest is estimated to represent ten years of 
global COglobal CO22 emissions. emissions. The preservation of this forest is paramount to the health and well-being of the people 
of Central Africa and the world.  As Congo Basin countries focus on their most pressing developmental and 
environmental needs, they are acquiring invaluable knowledge about some of the least studied forests on 
Earth. USFS works to coordinate and harmonize natural resource management approaches, providing technical 
information, expertise, training, and support to regional and national planning and governance bodies.

The USDA Forest Service 
International Programs has worked 
in Central Africa for over 20 years, 
collaborating with governments, universities, 
non-governmental organizations, and local 
communities to address and promote sustainable forest 
and land management, biodiversity conservation and 
responses to climate change across the Congo Basin. The 
Forest Service (USFS) supports skills acquisition and good 
practices in sustainable management and use of natural 
resources though the exchange of knowledge, expertise, 
and experience.

On the river in Gabon. Photo by Olivia Freeman.



In Central Africa, USFS works primarily in seven key areas. Program priorities are based on 
partner country needs, Forest Service expertise, and the potential for positive impact.

Central Africa is one of the last places on Earth where one can 
see great apes such as gorillas, chimpanzees, and bonobos, giant 
creatures like hippopotamuses and elephants, and rare mammals 
like okapis and pangolins in the wild. Sustainable ecotourism 
presents a huge opportunity in the region to give protected 
areas and animals intrinsic economic value. USFS is working with 
various partners in DRC, ROC, and Gabon to improve ecotourism 
infrastructure, resources, and capacity with the aim to increase 
ecotourism opportunities and income while reinforcing biodiversity 
conservation efforts.

USFS annually sponsors partners to attend international 
seminars held in the United States and offers scholarships 
to promising master’s candidates to study natural resource 
management and climate change. USFS is also working with 
government agencies and NGOs in DRC and ROC to help them 
carry out institutional capacity assessments and implement 
subsequent support plans. 

Training & Institutional Training & Institutional 
StrengtheningStrengthening

Understanding existing forest resources, including changes in forest 
and land cover, is an essential step in making informed land use 

planning decisions. USFS is supporting Central African countries to 
better measure these important resources for decision making and 

international reporting processes. Since 2014, USFS has provided 
targeted technical assistance to governments in Cameroon, DRC, and 

ROC to help them measure, monitor, and manage forests.

FOREST INVENTORY 
& MONITORING

Over Over 200200 government  government 
officials, university officials, university 
professors, and technical professors, and technical 
partners trained in partners trained in 
terrestrial carbon terrestrial carbon 
accounting, forest accounting, forest 
inventory methodologies, inventory methodologies, 
and forest monitoringand forest monitoring

SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISMSUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM

Birdwatching training in Kahuzi-Biega National Park. Photo by Olivia Freeman.

USFS Gabon Country Coordinator Nelly Housta with WICA fellow Ogandaga Rebellah Ludmilla.



Land use planning
Land use planning and zoning processes are critical for ensuring strategic 
land and resource management. USFS is promoting sustainable resource 
management, biodiversity conservation, and economic development by 
working with governments and local communities to create land use and 
protected area plans that address livelihood needs as well as protect and 
preserve natural resources. 

fire management
USFS is working in DRC and ROC with local communities to 

improve fire management. This includes developing land use 
and fire management plans, establishing village fire brigades, 

and developing training materials to scale up fire management. 
In ROC, USFS is also working with the government to facilitate 

adoption of national fire management strategies based on 
successful work in select communities.

Climate change Climate change 
In the fight against climate change, tropical forests are our first line of In the fight against climate change, tropical forests are our first line of 
defense, as they absorb and stock huge amounts of carbon. For more defense, as they absorb and stock huge amounts of carbon. For more 
than a decade, USFS has worked with governments to develop and than a decade, USFS has worked with governments to develop and 
improve national forest monitoring systems. USFS also works directly improve national forest monitoring systems. USFS also works directly 
with technicians, professors, students, and government officials to offer with technicians, professors, students, and government officials to offer 
specialized trainings, facilitate regional networking, and connect them specialized trainings, facilitate regional networking, and connect them 
with mentors and colleagues working on climate issues around the globe. with mentors and colleagues working on climate issues around the globe. 

over over 100100 women  women 
introduced to introduced to 

climate science climate science 
through national through national 

workshops, with workshops, with 19 19 
women successfully women successfully 

earning diplomaS earning diplomaS 
in greenhouse gas in greenhouse gas 

managementmanagement

USFS is working with government partners to strengthen forest USFS is working with government partners to strengthen forest 
governance and improve countries’ capacity to investigate and governance and improve countries’ capacity to investigate and 
prosecute illegal natural resource cases in the region. Forestry prosecute illegal natural resource cases in the region. Forestry 

agents, customs officials, and law enforcement personnel agents, customs officials, and law enforcement personnel 
have been trained in on-site investigation techniques, while have been trained in on-site investigation techniques, while 
prosecutors and judges have been trained on investigating, prosecutors and judges have been trained on investigating, 

developing, and prosecuting illegal logging cases. USFS is also developing, and prosecuting illegal logging cases. USFS is also 
working in ROC to support the development of an working in ROC to support the development of an 

inter-ministerial Forestry Law Enforcement Task Force.inter-ministerial Forestry Law Enforcement Task Force.

Combatting illegal loggingCombatting illegal logging

Sosthène Ndong Obiang, a senior ecoguard with Gabon’s National Protected Area 
Agency, speaks about the identification of forest products during a workshop.

Fire management training outside of Mushie, Democratic Republic of the Congo. Photo by Olivia Freeman.
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programs

Technicians from the Directorate of Forest Inventory and Management in the Democratic Republic of the Congo during a workshop focused on mapping burned areas and estimating greenhouse gas emissions from biomass burning. Photo by Lisa Loukounyi.

SilvaCarbon
SilvaCarbon is an interagency 

technical cooperation program of 
the U.S. Government to enhance the 
capacity of selected tropical countries 

to measure, monitor, and report 
carbon in their forests and other 
lands. USFS currently implements 

SilvaCarbon activities in DRC, ROC, 
and Cameroon. 

CARPE
The Central Africa Regional Program for 
the Environment (CARPE), funded by the 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID), is a long-term initiative to promote 
sustainable forest management, biodiversity 
conservation, and climate change mitigation 
in the Congo Basin through increased local, 

national, and regional natural resource 
management capacity. USFS has been an 

implementing partner of CARPE since 1997.

Illegal Logging
USFS is working with national partners and 
the U.S. Department of Justice to increase 
the capacity of government ministries, law 

enforcement, and forestry officials to combat 
illegal logging.  These programs are supported 

by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau 
of Oceans and International Environmental 
and Scientific Affairs (OES), USAID, and the 

Department of State’s Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement (INL).
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